ONLINE RESOURCE FOR PHYSICIANS WORKING IN ABORIGINAL CHILD HEALTH
The Australian Aboriginal Child Health Modules project is funded by the Rural Health Continuing Education (RHCE) program. RHCE is a joint initiative of the Australian Government’s Department of Health and Ageing (DoHA) and the Committee of Presidents of Medical Colleges (CPMC).

The online modules introduce the following topics: 

1. Cultural awareness relating to Aboriginal families and communities, with examples from the Fitzroy Valley and Kimberley in Western Australia
2. The social determinants of Aboriginal child health—past, present and future— using North American and Australian examples

3. The spectrum of common illnesses in Aboriginal children in remote and urban settings (including ear, skin and eye infections, anaemia, bronchiectasis, rheumatic heart disease and post-infectious glomerulonephritis)

4. Developmental problems, including Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders and the effects of early life trauma (adverse social, nutritional and emotional experiences) on development. 

The online modules will include video and audio footage. They are designed to be case-based and interactive including a question–answer format, with links to relevant clinical images and guidelines.

A number of online forums are planned, to be facilitated by an Aboriginal Health Worker and/or Nindilingarri Cultural Health Services Officer and a medical expert.

The project lead, Dr Megan Phelps, is working with the project team comprising Dr James Fitzpatrick, Associate Professor Elizabeth Elliott, Anne Morris and Dr Hasantha Gunasekera, to gather content. The project team is supported by the eLearning Design & Development Unit at the College in developing the resource online.
The launch of the modules has been scheduled for the first half of 2012 with the first round of facilitation to commence shortly after the launch.
